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GASCO’s IMPACT

 
GASCo was founded in 1964 as the 

General Aviation Safety Committee  

to provide a forum in which all of the 

General Aviation organisations 

could meet to share safety 

information with the aim of ensuring 

the continued development of UK 

General Aviation along safe lines. 

There were only a few members in 

those days but today almost every 

organisation that represents those 

who supply, maintain, control, 

support, regulate and, fly nearly 

every kind of flying machine is a 

member of GASCo. They meet to 

share experiences and ideas for the 

improvement of flight safety. GASCo 

is a Charity funded by its member 

organisations, pilots, aviation 

authorities and other generous 

contributors.  Our services include: 

 

 

 

 

 Provision of an independent  

forum for the consideration of 

General Aviation flight safety 

issues  

 Publishing GASCo Flight Safety 

magazine, Flight Safety Extra 

monthly eNewsletter and 

other reports 

 Carrying out flight safety 

education and promotion 

through Safety Evenings, 

Events and Seminars 

 Supporting research into 

flight safety related matters 

 Membership of other 

organisations 

 Representation of GA safety 

concerns and issues at 

appropriate levels including 

replying to consultations 
 

 

 

If you are interested in finding out 

more about GASCo or about joining 

or volunteering, email: 

ce@gasco.org.uk 

 

Making a difference to you as a GA 

pilot, maintainer, medical examiner, 

flight information services officer or 

operations/support  person 

 

Making a difference to your other 

GA organisations 
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RICK PEACOCK-EDWARDS 
Chairman, GASCo 

The recent downward trend, albeit small, in fatal accidents to UK registered General Aviation aircraft is most 

encouraging.  How much of this is down to a growing safety culture within GA only time will tell, but it is clear 

to me that the role of GASCo has never been more important in safety education and promotion.  In my 

regular and frequent bilateral meetings with Mark Swan, the Head of the CAA Safety & Airspace Regulation 

Group, he is always most supportive of all the work that we do, particularly in delivering CAA Safety Evenings, 

running safety seminars and events throughout the year, which recently have included resurrecting the very 

popular and useful Military Civilian Air Safety Days. 

 

I am conscious that, while our members are hugely supportive and knowledgeable, there are still areas of GA 

that may not fully appreciate the extent of GASCo’s work and what it can provide in the way of safety help and 

advice.  I have therefore invited the well known and respected media trainer, Su Ingle, to join the Board as an 

observer to advise on how we might  improve communications. 

 

One of the areas in which we expect to do more work is to take another look into how Loss of Control accidents, 

which account for a disproportionate number of accidents in GA, could be prevented  Much work over many 

years has been done on this, but they still happen.  We have already made a start by holding a seminar on the 

subject at Coventry University in November 2014. 

 

None of this work would be possible without the enthusiastic support of the Board and Council Members who devote so much of their time and 

effort to GASCo affairs and it has been especially heartening to see the relationship between the General Aviation Safety Council of Ireland and 

GASCo growing ever stronger.  I would also like to extend  a very warm welcome to the Association of Aviation Medical Examiners and the British 

Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association both returning to full membership of the Council. 

 

In particular, I would like to thank our team of volunteer Regional Safety Officers who give up so much of their time and expertise in the cause of 

flight safety, together with the members of the GASCo staff who support all of our activities so well. 

 

25th June 2015 
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MEMBERSHIP 

 
GASCo’s vision is a reduction in GA 

fatal accidents to as low as reasonably 

possible.  The cross fertilization of 

safety ideas and management systems 

is a key to achieving our vision and the 

development of an inclusive, multi-

disciplinary membership base is vital to 

success. 

 
Membership remained healthy throughout 2014 

and in spite of the prevailing economic conditions, 

there was a small increase in contributions.  This  

slightly exceeded the additional resources 

expended during the year.  Towards the end of the 

year we were delighted to learn that the Association 

of Aviation Medical Examiners wished to continue 

its membership of the Council subject to a decision 

at the AGM in January 2015 and that the British 

Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association were 

similarly minded to do so.  We are please to report 

that the members of both organisations ratified their 

decisions in 2015 and we are delighted to welcome 

them back as full members of the council. 

 

 

 

 

Council Members 

 
Airborne Services Limited (The Yakovlevs) 
Aircraft Owners’ & Pilots’ Association – AOPA 
Association of Aviation Medical Advisors - AAME 
Association of Licensed Aircraft Engineers - ALAE 
British Aerobatic Association - BAeA 
British Balloon & Airship Club - BBAC 
British Business & General Aviation Association - 
BBGA 
British Gliding Association - BGA 
British Helicopter Association – BHA 
British Hang Glider and Paraglider Association - 
BHPA 
British Medical Pilots’ Association - BMPA 
British Microlight Aircraft Association - BMAA 
British Model Flying Association - BMFA 
British Parachute Association - BPA 
British Rotorcraft Association - BRA 
British Women Pilots’ Association – BWPA 
Civil Aviation Authority  - CAA 
Flying Farmers’ Association – FFA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
       The Honourable Company of Air Pilots 

Guild of Air Traffic Control Officers – GATCO 
Hayward Aviation Limited 
Helicopter Club of Great Britain - HCGB 
Historic Aircraft Association - HAA 
Light Aircraft Association - LAA 
Meteorological Office – Met Off 
Mission Aviation Fellowship – MAF 
NATS 
PPL/IR Europe  
Royal Aeronautical Society – RAeS 
Royal Air Force Flight Safety 
Royal Air Force Flying Clubs Association - RAFFCA 
Royal Institute of Navigation - RIN 
Royal Meteorological Society – R Met S 
Sherburn Aero Club  
UK Flight Safety Committee – UKFSC 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Systems 
Vintage Aircraft Club – VAC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

http://www.aopa.co.uk/
http://www.alae.co.uk/
http://www.aerobatics.org.uk/
http://www.bbac.org/
http://www.gamta.org/
http://www.gliding.co.uk/
http://www.britishhelicopterassociation.org/
http://www.bmpa.org.uk/
http://www.bmaa.org./
http://www.bmfa.org.uk/
http://www.bpa.org.uk/
http://www.bwpa.co.uk/
http://www.srg.caa.co.uk/
http://www.ffa.org.uk/
http://www.gatco.org/
http://www.gatco.org/
http://www.gatco.org/
http://www.gatco.org/
http://www.gatco.org/
http://www.hcgb.co.uk/
http://www.haa-uk.aero/
http://www.laa.uk.com/
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/
http://www.maf-europe.org/
http://www.pplir.org/
http://www.aerosociety.com/
http://www.raffca.org/
http://www.rin.org.uk/
http://www.rmets.org/
http://www.sherburn-aero-club.org.uk/
http://www.ukfsc.co.uk/


 

6 GASCo Trustees’ Report  2014 

 

ABOUT GASCo 
 

GASCo’s Mission 

 

Our mission is to keep the number of 

incidents and accidents in General 

Aviation (GA) at the lowest number 

possible using all practical means 

available to educate, inform, train and 

meet those involved with GA in order to 

promote and improve its safe operation. 

 

GASCo’s  Objects  

 

The objects for which GASCO as a 

charitable company is established are 

to foster the development of General 

Aviation in the United Kingdom along 

safe lines by encouraging competence, 

safety and good airmanship among 

general aviation pilots and operators 

and all concerned with general aviation 

activity.  They are set out below with 

examples of activities undertaken in 

2013 to support GASCo’s charitable 

objects. 

 

 to collect, collate and 
disseminate flight safety 
information among the users of 
GA aircraft; 

 
Examples of activity: GASCo and 
FlyOnTrack, websites, GASCo/CAA 
Safety Evenings and through GASCo’s 
Flight Safety magazine and monthly 
eNewsletter, Flight Safety Extra.   
 
 to study all matters affecting or 

which might affect flight safety in 
UK GA and make 
recommendations to relevant 
parties; 

 

Examples of activity: GASCo did not 
undertake any major items of research 
in 2014/15 but research projects are 
under consideration with Coventry 
University. 
 
The Council has provided input to a 
number of safety topics, for example the 
potential confusion introduced by the 
CAA’s decision to relax the 
requirements associated with the EASA 
90-day Rule in respect of non EASA 
aircraft operating in the UK.   

 to bring together in conference 
representatives of voluntary 
organisations, government 
departments, statutory 
authorities and individuals; 

 
Examples of activity: The principal 
forum for this is the GASCo.  There 
were three meetings of the Council in 
2014.  Members of the GASCo Board 
also attended meetings of the General 
Aviation Partnership Group; The 
National Air Traffic Management 
Advisory Committee; the General 
Aviation Board of the Confidential 
Human Factors Incident Reporting 
Programme, the Technical & Air Safety 
Committee together with the Education 
& Training Committee of the 
Honourable Company of Air Pilots; the 
General Aviation Specialist Group of 
the Royal Aeronautical Society; the UK 
Flight Safety Committee and the 
European General Aviation Safety Core 
Team.  The Chief Executive is a 
member of the European General 
Aviation Safety Team (EGAST) and 
also contributes to the work of the 
European Helicopter Safety 
Implementation Team. 
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Control Line flying at the British Model Flying 
Association’s National Championship at RAF Barkston 
Heath in August 2014.  The Flying Control Committee 
places great emphasis on safety. 

 to promote and carry out or assist 
in promoting and carrying out 
research, surveys and 
investigations and publish the 
useful results of such research, 
surveys and investigations; 

 
Examples of activity: During 2014, Dr 
David Smith, a well known and 
acknowledged safety and reliability 
expert attended Council meetings and 

provided valuable analysis of accident 
data notably in respect of gyrocopters 
and helicopters.  His contribution was 
circulated to a wider audience and 
published in GASCo Flight Safety.  
 
 

 
 
 

 to arrange and provide for, or join 
in arranging and providing for, 
the holding of exhibitions, 
meetings, lectures, classes, 
seminars and training courses; 

 
Examples of activity: GASCo 
participated in AeroExpo, Heli UK, the 
LAA Rally and The Flying Show. Pre-
Flight Challenges were run at all three 
events.  At Heli UK a new method of 
engagement was trialled in the form of 
a pre-flight master class with an 
experienced helicopter engineer 
arranged through Council member, the 
Association of Licensed Aircraft 
Engineers.  Very bad weather at the 
show meant that there were few people 
present to take advantage of the offer 
which we nevertheless feel is worth 
repeating with a fixed wing aircraft at a 
future event, probably in conjunction 
with the pre-flight challenge. 
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Helicopter Engineer Roger Timbrell of the ALAE gives this 
helicopter pilot the benefit of years of helicopter 
maintenance experience and some tips for improving his 
pre-flight inspection. 

Safety seminars were held at the RNLI 
College, the Met Office and Coventry 
University with short safety seminars 
and desktop sessions on Lookout (How 
Seagulls avoid Mid-Air Collisions) and 
an introduction to Threat and Error 
Management given during AeroExpo 
and at the Duxford Safety Bonus Day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 to collect and disseminate 
information on all matters 
affecting such objects and 
exchange such information with 
other bodies having similar 
objects whether in this country or 
overseas; 

 
Examples of activity:  The link with the 
General Aviation Safety Council of 
Ireland (GASCI) reported on in last 
year’s Trustees’ Report has gone well.  
GASCo RSOs gave Safety Evenings in 
Limerick and Cork in 2014 and Dublin 
and Cork in 2015.  The Chairman of 
GASCI, Mr Gerry Humphreys is an 
exceptionally well qualified aviator and 
a very experienced aerobatic pilot.   He 
has written a thought provoking article 
on Loss of Control for GASCo Flight 
Safety and offered to participate in any 
further work GASCo undertakes in this 
area. GASCI has joined the Council as 
an observer and the Chairman has 
attended Board and Council meetings.  
 
GASCo shares and exchanges 
information with EASA member states 
through the European Strategic Safety 
Initiative.  There has been less contact 
with the FAA since 2012 which is an 

area that will be addressed in the future.  
Part of the reason for this is the FAA’s 
closure of its London offices and 
relocation to the International Field 
Office in Frankfurt thus severing links 
that had been built up since 2010. 
 
The Chief Executive represents IAOPA, 
Europe on safety matters and thus is 
able to exchange information with 
AOPA’s estimable Air Safety Institute. 
 
 to procure to be written and print, 

publish, issue and circulate 
gratuitously or otherwise such 
papers, books, periodicals, 
pamphlets, other documents, 
films, recorded tapes, CDs, DVDs, 
websites and other media as shall 
further such objects; 

 
Examples of activity:  Hayward Aviation 
has continued to support GASCo in the 
publication and distribution of flight 
safety information in a number of forms 
including the popular safety cards which 
are distributed in packs at Safety 
Evenings and other events.  An addition 
this year has been ‘The Farley Card, on 
staying current.  So called because it 
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was adapted from an article that he had 
written on the subject.  John Farley was 
very happy with the proposal to adapt  

 
 

his card and name it accordingly.   

 

 
Other cards have been updated and a new one to assist 

in VFR navigation has just been written and sponsored 

by the RIN 

 

 

 

Another project previously reported 

upon came to fruition in 2014.  The 

GASCo app which was developed in-

house by GASCo RSO, Jon Cooke, 

completed Beta testing, evaluation and 

approval from Apple Inc in 2014 and 

was launched at safety evenings and 

other events.  The app is based on CAA 

Safety Sense Leaflet 7c – Aircraft 

Performance.  Using it, a pilot is able to 

apply the recommended safety factors 

to TODA and LDR quickly and 

accurately.  It has the great advantage 

that its ease of use encourages pilots to 

apply the correct factor(s) and then vary 

them to see quickly the effects of 

different factors on their aircraft’s 

performance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The GASCo Performance Calculator developed by GASCo 
RSO, Jon Cooke is available for download free of charge 
on IOS and Andoid devices.



 

       

Key 2014 Project – Increasing the number of GASCo/CAA Safety Evenings
 

Funded by the CAA and led by 

GASCo, this very significant contract 

gives the UK’s General Aviation 

Community an active role in the 

CAA’s safety education and 

promotional activities through 

GASCo.    The CAA extended the 

contract for a further year to cover 

another season of evenings in 

2015/16  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
External Validation 
The CAA  evaluated a number of evenings all of 
which were graded satisfactory.  The recently 
appointed GA Manager, Mr Mark Charlwood was 
able to attend the last one of the current season 
held at  Rochester Airport on 19 May 2015. 
 
 

 
GASCo’s Target for 2014 
 
A ‘stretch’ target of 60 evenings had been set 
by the Chief Executive for the 2013/14 
season to test the system with the full 
complement of RSOs.  This was achieved but 
relaxed in 2014/15 to 50 evenings which was 
also challenging but successfully achieved.  
This still represents a significant over-
performance with respect to our contract with 
the CAA.  The system was tested for 
robustness when two RSOs had to pull out of 
evenings through circumstances beyond their 
control.  There was enough spare capacity 
available with the Chief Executive delivering 
four of the evenings to meet all planned 
evenings with no cancellations.  
 
The map on page 14 shows where the safety 
evenings were held.   It was decided not to 
carry out any safety evenings in Scotland for 
practical purposes (only one request received 
and that was cancelled).  Last year four 
evenings were held in Scotland and the 
demand seemed to have been met.  It would 
probably be easier if GASCo had ‘ a foot on 
the ground’ to carry out the essential liaison 
with clubs and organisations and help set up 
a regional programme of safety events. 

 
Two large events were held off-airfields 
to boost attendance. 

 
The Difference We Made 
 
We evaluated all 50 safety evenings and 
analysed results from about 1,600 completed 
evaluation forms.  The mean score lay 
between good and excellent.  We also looked 
at the modal scoring and were pleased to see 
that the majority of attendees rated the 
evening as excellent.  We also received many 
textual comments.  The vast majority were 
positive and helpful.  All points are fed back 
to the RSO team and a proportion are 
followed up by the Chief Executive.  We strive 
to improve our presentation continuously and 
people seemed genuinely interested in 
attending future events.   
 
The increased number of RSOs (now seven) 
covers the UK well.  It can be seen from the 
colour coding of the pins in the map on Page 
14, that the regional system is working well.  
There will always be a need for the RSOs to 
travel further afield for standardisation and 
training reasons. 
 
A volunteer RSO for Scotland has been found 
and he will attend the annual content 
workshop kindly hosted by the BMAA at 
Deddington.  Assuming that the individual 
wishes to take on the role, we hope to see the 
number of evenings held in Scotland increase 
over the next two years.  

Very helpful and informative.  Lots of valuable tips that 

instructors don’t always share. 

 

Thanks.  Great value for all of us 

 

Safety tips for passengers and captain.  Thinking about 

personal limits, wake turbulence, Farley List reminders.   

 

A useful and thought provoking presentation 
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New Ideas 
 
An abiding concern is the need to reach 
out to those pilots and others who don’t 
attend safety briefings and events.  We 
feel that the best way of doing this is to 
make the evenings as good as they 
possibly can be so that people look 
forward to the evening and pursuade their 
fellow aviators to come along.  There is 
some anecdotal evidence to suggest that 
this is already happening.  In 2014, 
postcards were included in the individual 
information packs, the idea being for 
people to send them to people whom they 
think would benefit from attending an 
evening.  
 
 
 
 
 
The safety pledge card still proves a useful device for 
people to reflect on their flying from a safety point of view.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Approximately 1,600 evaluation forms were collected this 

season.  It is estimated that this represents about an 80% 

response rate.  People were asked to rate the evening on a scale 

of 1 to 5 with 1 equating to an assessment of poor and 5, 

excellent.  The average score was 4.7 
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RSO South West - Michael Benson 

RSO South East - Geoff Connolly 

RSO Midlands - Jon Cooke 

RSO North Midlands - Caroline Gough-Cooper 

RSO East England - Keith Thomas 

RSO - Wales and West - Richard Head 

Reserve - CE 

Watford 
Brize Norton 

CAA Safety Evenings 2014/15 
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Key 2014 Project – Delivering More Safety Seminars 
 
Planning and running high quality seminars is very time consuming and it only proved possible to put on three events in 2014.  All 
went very well and were well attended with plenty of positive feedback obtained.   
 

 Ditching & Sea Survival at the RNLI College 
 
This popular seminar has become a feature of the 
GASCo calendar and receives excellent reviews, thanks 
to the excellent working relationship between GASCo 
and the RNLI College together with the support provided 
by SEMS Aerosafe and Jez Hopkinson of the Yakovlevs. 
This is a thoroughly worthwhile day and the programme 
that has been developed provides excellent preparation 
for flight over water.  
 

 

Weather Decision Making at the Met Office 
 
Instructors from the Met Office College provided first 
class instruction on this popular seminar aimed at 
increasing pilots’ awareness of the wider meteorological 
situation in which they fly including air mass theory and  
interpreting briefing statements. 
 
The excellent instruction provided by the Met Office 
College instructors and the practical exercises are the 
highlights of the day 
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 Loss of Control at Coventry University 
This event held on 6 November 2014 was very well 
attended and the excellent facilities at the Techno Centre 
hosted by Coventry University’s faculty of Engineering 
and Computing were full to capacity. 
 
Loss of Control is the biggest factor in fatal accidents to 
UK registered aircraft.  Despite campaigns, publications 
and much discussion over the years, every year sees a 
number of fatalities arising from loss of control.  Many are 
associated with stall/spin accidents which was the subject 
of the GASCo report published in 2010. 
 
The day consisted of a number of excellent presentations 
from experts in the field with some time available at the 
end of each session for questions and a short discussion.  
Nigel Everett acted as rapporteur and produced a write up 
of the presentations.  It is available in hard or soft copy on 
the GASCo website 
 
It was clear that more seminars on this topic would be 
welcomed and that there is a need for more research 
particularly into the human factors involved in the 
precursors to stall/spin accidents.  GASCo intends to 
follow this up. 

  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=coventry+university+logo&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=GEZTRWlgPQUeZM&tbnid=70VIpsscLyVC2M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.thetrendboutique.co.uk/graduate-shows-2011-coventry-university/a&ei=eEfKUcuWNOKc0wXC4IHIAQ&bvm=bv.48340889,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNENv3kqyHdkfg2LSJOHqX91RvJDvw&ust=1372297456694945


 

       

Key 2014 Project - Military Civil Air Safety Days (MCASD)

  
   

When commanders and staff at the Royal Naval Air Station, Yeovilton decided that they would like to hold a safety ‘fly-in’ day for GA pilots who 

operate in the vicinity of the Air Station and its Area of Intense Aerial Activity and discussed the idea with GASCo, it seemed obvious that the best 

way to proceed would be to follow the tried and tested format of a MCASD.  In recent years, no MCASDs have been held, largely due to the 

operational demands placed on military resources.  GASCo discussed the possibility of resurrecting the idea with the CAA which readily supported 

the initiative and so on Thursday 30th April 2015 some eighty GA pilots took part in a fulfilling and interesting day with a third being able to take 

advantage of the opportunity to fly-in.  GASCo assisted in finding suitable speakers, advising on arrangements and handling the registrations. 

 

The aim of the day was to promote understanding among all the airspace users in the area, especially those operating in the Yeovilton Area of 

Intense Aerial Activity (AIAA) and this was very much achieved. Presentations were given by all the resident Squadrons, which covered all aspects 

of the airspace use and the types of operational flying that originated from Yeovilton together with the heights and routes typically followed. The tone 

set by the Commander Flying, Commander Henry Mitchell, in his introduction, was that safety is best promoted through understanding, cooperation 

and collaboration and the rest of the day lived up to that idea.   

 

The Station Flight Safety Officer from RAF Linton-on-Ouse attended the day as the Station plans to hold a MCASD in October 2015.  It is likely that 

GASCo will be asked to assist in the same way as at Yeovilton. 



 

     
  

Key 2014 Project – Regional Airspace User Working Groups (RAUWG) 
 

 
 
At the 2014 AGM and Council meeting at Marshalls of Cambridge the then Inspector of Flight Safety RAF, Gp 
Capt Brian James, briefed the members about a recent  RAF Flight Safety initiative to set up Regional Airspace 
User Working Groups (RAUWG) throughout the country.  GASCo was invited to send a representative to each 
RAUWG and accepted the invitation.  The deployment of RSOs across the country made them the logical 
choice of delegate.  The geographical consideration had a further advantage in that RSOs would be able to 
build regional contacts and assist in cascading safety messages across the UK.  So far, in 2014/15, meetings 
have been held at: 
 
RAF Linton-on-Ouse 
RAF Leeming 
RAF Shawbury 
RAF Marham 

RAF Valley 
Boscombe Down 
RAF Lossiemouth 
RAF Benson 

 
GASCo has been able to send a representative to all but the meetings at RAF Marham and RAF Benson.  
Through participation in the meetings, the RSOs have been able to receive requests for safety evenings and 
MCASDs, advise on GA safety considerations, give briefings on GASCo’s work and build up a network of 
regional contacts. 
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Key 2014 Project - Communications 
 
GASCo Flight Safety continues to be viable and, as such remains the foundation of our 
publication strategy.  However, the success of the Flight Safety Extra enewsletter during 2014 
was noteworthy.  With a circulation of over 4,000 and set to exceed 5,000 by the end of 2015, 
the monthly news letter has assumed a leading role in GASCo’s safety educational and 
promotional work.   
 
The Chairman has instituted a PR campaign to increase the GA world’s knowledge of GASCo 
and respected media trainer Su Ingle has agreed to join the Board as an observer to assist in 
developing a PR and communications strategy for GASCo. 
 
 In GASCo’s unsuccessful bid to take on the publication of the CAA’s magazine, Clued Up, our 
proposal identified the lack of an integrated flight safety educational and promotional 
system.  As and when they present themselves,  opportunities for the rationalisation and 
streamlining of flight safety educational and promotional material and systems will be 
taken. 
 
 
 
 
 
The GASCo website continues to attract a reasonable number of visitors as can be seen 
from the chart on this page.  Much of this traffic is generated because the web hosts 
‘click through’ pages fro the Flight Safety Extra.  Honorary Council member, John Thorpe 
continues to provide engineering and accident data and highlights areas of airworthiness 
concerns in the same way as the CAA’s General Aviation Safety Leaflet used to do.  
Airworthiness issues during the year and poor maintenance crop up in many of John’s  
comments which is a cause for concern. 
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FUTURE PLANS & PROJECTS 

 

The CAA General Aviation Safety 

Partnership 

 

Support for a GA Safety Partnership has 

evidently been dropped by the CAA.  The 

idea of GASCo playing a prominent role in 

such a partnership has been identified in 

the last three Trustees’ Annual Reports.  

De Facto, the composition of the  GASCo 

implies that the Council could to all intents 

and purposes be regarded as the 

manifestation of the GA Safety 

Partnership.  This calls into question the 

need for another committee.  Accordingly, 

this work will be abandoned in favour of a 

pragmatic approach ensuring that GASCo 

remains the safety ‘champion’ within the 

General Aviation Partnership Group and 

possibly within the General Avaition 

Strategic Forum too. 

 

Safety Research Projects  

 

Two of GASCo’s charitable objects relate 

directly to study and research into all 

matters affecting the safety of UK GA and 

to make recommendations to relevant 

parties in the light of such study or 

research.  There has been little activity in  

these areas since the Stall Spin/Report 

was published in 2010 and which, in turn,  

contained specific research 

recommendations.   Opportunities will 

therefore be considered as and when they 

present themselves and the relationship 

with Coventry University explored further. 

. 

Moving towards an Integrated Flight 

Safety Educational and Promotional 

System 

 

There are many avenues for acquiring 

flight safety information in the UK.  It is 

arguable that there are too many and that 

some rationalisation would be desirable.  

GASCo will monitor the situation carefully 

to take advantage of any opprtunities to 

take a lead in or support the introduction of 

an integrated system. 

 

An allied topic is that of the complexity of 

regulations applying to GA pilots and their 

aircraft.  There is an argument in favour of 

a central ‘rule book’ which provides a 

single source for checking which 

regulations apply.  

 

As part of this Flight Safety Extra will be 

given a ‘face lift’ and matching 

improvements made to  

 

PR, Communications and 

Fundraising 

 

The GASCo Board supported by the Chief 

Executive will develop a PR and 

communications  strategy for GASCo 

including fundraising.  This work will be 

facilitated by Su Ingle. 

 

Safety Evenings and Seminars 

 

Safety evenings will continue to be 

developed to improve content, delivery 

and appeal.  The new RSO for Scotland 

will be trained and the previous ‘stretch’ 

target of 60 evenings will be adopted for 

the 2015/16 season.  

 

Work on ways to increase the number of 

seminars held each year will continue. 
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FINANCE 
 
This summary of financial information 
is taken from the full Trustees’ annual 
report and statutory financial 
statements, which were approved by 
the Trustees on 19th May 2015.  The 
statutory financial statements, on 
which the independent 
examiners,Chavereys, Chartered 
Accountants, provided a report, have 
been submitted to  the Registrar of 
Companies and the Charity 
Commission.   
 
There was a surplus of incoming 
resources over expenditure during 
2014 amounting to £7,742. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This summary information may not 
contain sufficient information to gain a 
complete understanding of the financial 
affairs of the charity.  The full 
Trustees’s report, statutory financial 
statements and auditors’ report may be 
obtained from the Company Secretary 
or downloaded from the GASCo 
website: www.gasco.org.uk 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Rick Peacock-Edwards 
Chairman, GASCo 
Signed on behalf of the Trustees 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reserves Policy 
 
Taking into account the nature of the 
GASCo’s operations, the Board has 
set the level of reserves to be held in 
very liquid current assets at a sum 
equivalent to six months operating 
costs.  The policy is reviewed annually 
at the Autumn meeting of the Board 
when the assumptions for the follwing 
year’s budget are agreed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

http://www.gasco.org.uk/
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HOW WE RAISED OUR INCOME OF £ 128,771 IN 2014 

IN 2012 

IN 2010 

 

HOW WE SPENT £ 121,029 IN 2014 

IN 2012 

Income 2013 

Expenditure 2013 



 

GASCo Trustees’ Report  2014   21 

 

GOVERNANCE AND BOARD 

 

The General Aviation Safety Council (GASCo) meets 

three times a year including an Annual General 

Meeting.   

 

 An elected board oversees the direction and 

management of the charitable company on behalf of 

the Council.  Board members are directors of the 

charitable company for the purposes of the 

Companies Act  and are also the Trustees of the 

charity.  The board meets four times a year and 

follows an annual business cycle.  Board members 

are routinely involved in other aspects of GASCo’s 

work, attending various General Aviation meetings 

and acting as ambassadors for GASCo.  The board 

consists of  up to ten full members elected by the 

Council.  

 

The board appoints a chief executive who is not a 

member of the Board but attends Council and Board  

meetings and also performs the duties of company 

secretary. 

 

2014 Board Members 

(Directors of the Charitable Company and 

Trustees) 

 

Rick Peacock-Edwards, (Chairman) 

John Broad,  VAC (Vice Chairman) 

Geoff Weighell, BMAA (Treasurer) 

Keith Baldwin, Independent (Appointed 26 June 2014) 

John Brownlow CB OBE FRAeS, RAeS (Resigned 26 June 2014) 

Peter Claiden, BGA 

Sqn Ldr Gary Coleman RAF, RAFFCA 

Phil Hall, LAA (Appointed 26 June 2014) 

George Done, AOPA UK 

Tricia Nelmes, BWPA (Resigned 26 June 2014) 

 

 

The chairman, vice chairman and treasurer form the 

officers of the board.  For further information about 

our board, please contact the Company Secretary on 

+44 (0) 1634 200203 
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THANK YOU 

 
 
 

All the work that GASCo does would not be possible without the help and support of a number of people and 
organisations.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank all the individuals, partner organisations and 
associations and funding bodies that make the work we do possible.   
 
Most of all we would like to thank all GASCo members and our volunteers  
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The GASCo Office in Rochester received a coat of paint and a new sign in preparation for the visit of Tony Rapson (right), Head of the CAA's 
GA Unit with Chief Executive, Mike O’Donoghue in March 2014 
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